Human campylobacteriosis is caused by either Campylobacter fetus subsp. jejuni or subsp. intestinalis (2, 3) . C. fetus subsp. jejuni is a common cause of febrile diarrheal disease, and subsp. intestinalis is usually isolated from the blood of septic patients with underlying illnesses (1) (2) (3) . Although C. fetus subsp. intestinalis withstands shipping well, subsp. jejuni does not survive long on solid or in liquid or semisolid media, such as the indole-nitrite motility medium used for sending cultures of anaerobic bacteria (W.-L. L. Wang and M. J. Blaser, unpublished data). Campylobacter cells in older cultures become coccoid and nonviable (4) . There is a need for a reliable transport medium for sending cultures of C. fetus subsp. jejuni to reference laboratories for confirmation and to other laboratories for teaching, quality assurance, and scientific exchange of information. Therefore, we developed and evaluated a transport medium for cultures of C. fetus subsp. jejuni that would also be suitable for the less commonly isolated subsp. intestinalis.
Ten strains of C. fetus subsp. jejuni were studied: six from human cases of diarrhea and two each from apparently weil puppies and turkeys. Two strains of C. fetus subsp. intestinalis isolated from the blood of patients with sepsis were also included. Ail 12 strains of C. fetus were recent isolates with three or fewer subcultures and were stored at -70°C until used. The strains were identified by standard procedures described previously (1, 4) .
The enriched brucella medium consisted of bruceila broth (BBL Microbiology Systems, Cockeysville, Md.) with 0.5% agar (Difco Laboratories, Detroit, Mich.) and 10% defibrinated sheep blood (Colorado Serum Co., Denver, Colo.) added aseptically after autoclaving the base medium. The complete medium was dispensed in 4-ml amounts into upright tubes (16 by 125 mm). The indole-nitrite medium (BBL), prepared with 0.2% agar for motility testing, was used as the control medium for comparison with the enriched brucella medium.
Before shipment, tubes of enriched brucella and indole-nitrite media were inoculated in parallel with pure cultures of 10 strains of C. fetus subsp. jejuni and 2 strains of subsp. intestinalis grown overnight on noninhibitory media, e.g., chocolate or blood agar plates. Inoculation was done by stabbing the semisolid agar three times with growth picked up with a straight wire. The screw caps were left loose, and the tubes were incubated for 24 h at 42°C in an atmosphere of 5% 02, 10% C02, and 85% N2. In this study the enriched brucella medium kept C. fetus subsp. jejuni alive significantly longer (mean of 27 days) at room temperature in the laboratory than did the indole-nitrite medium (mean of 9 days). Moreover, under actual conditions of postal service in the winter, the enriched brucella medium was superior for trips of 10 or more days. Therefore, we recommend the use of the enriched brucella medium described for the storage of isolates of C. fetus subsp. jejuni or subsp. intestinalis while they are undergoing further study and for the working of stock cultures. This medium can also be used successfully to send cultures of C. fetus subsp. jejuni in the mail when the time in transit is under 3 weeks. Based on our limited experience with two strains, storage and transit time of C. fetus subsp. intestinalis can be over 4 months in this medium.
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